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roryjsmithuk@gmail.com 

07913 910774 

Greenacre, Hazler Road, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 7AF 

Date of Birth: 01/06/96 

Avid journalism undergraduate with complete NCTJs looking for a challenging opportunity to 

use and develop my skills in a place of employment and build a career in the field of 

journalism.  

 

JOURNALISTIC EXPERIENCE 

June – September 2017, The Hereford Times. 

• Over 15 articles published in the paper (cuttings available). 

• Attended court multiple times and published court stories. 

• Conducted multiple phone and face-to-face interviews. 

• Reached out to original sources for stories. 

• Attended the press box for Telford FC vs Hereford FC and interviewed Telford’s 

manager, Hereford’s manager and defender, Ryan Green.  

• Produced the weekly fixture lists for the summer months. 

September 2016 – September 2018, StaffsLive. 

• Over 30 articles published online at https://staffslive.co.uk/?s=rory+smith 

• Attended Crown and Inquest courts frequently and published court stories. 

• Covered national news stories such as Remembrance Sunday at the National Memorial 

Arboretum. 

• Experience as the News/Sub Editor in charge of 30+ journalists. 

• Produced paper based publications as Page Editor. 

Relevant IT Skills 

• Advanced skills in editing and creating video, audio and pages using Adobe Premiere Pro, 

Audition and InDesign. 

• Designed, built and maintain three websites: rorysmith.com/journalist, 

rorysmith.com/musician and paprikabluesband.com  

• Good social media presence and understanding including SoundCloud and YouTube, 

building a band Facebook page with over 1,100 likes, two Twitter accounts with over 350 

followers and three Instagram accounts with over 550 followers. 

Personal 

• Secured and conducted multiple interviews with professional musicians in UK and 

America. 



EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

2015 – 2018. NCTJ Accredited Journalism (BA Hons) at Staffordshire University (due to graduate 

July 2018). 

• NCTJ Shorthand 100wpm 

• NCTJ Media Law 

• NCTJ Essential Law 

• NCTJ Court Reporting 

• NCTJ Essential Journalism 

• NCTJ Public Affairs 

• Professionally trained on Sony NX70 Camcorder and iXm Microphone 

2011 – 2014. All graded A-C at Shrewsbury Sixth Form College. 

• English Literature & Language 

• Business Studies 

• Media Studies 

• ICT 

RECENT EMPLOYMENT 

June – September 2016 

• Bar Manager and waiter at Thai Restaurant. 

2015 – present date 

• Gigging at least twice a week around the country in a band. 

2014 – 2015 

• Yardsman/Pickup-truck delivery driver at Shropshire Building Supplies. 

 

PERSONAL INTERESTS/EXPERIENCES 

• Full, clean driving licence. 

• Pioneered a two-week expedition through Jordan. 

• County level football player now playing for Staffordshire University’s 1st XI, also having 

toured in Spain, Holland and Italy. 

• Army cadet for two years. 

• Played at various music festivals and clubs around the country. 

• Season ticket holder at Hereford FC since 2002. 

REFERENCES 

1. Ian Morris, Assistant Editor at the Hereford Times. 01432 845876. 

ims@herefordtimes.com 

2. Pete Leydon, Senior Journalism Lecturer at Staffordshire University. 01782 294785. 

P.W.Leydon@staffs.ac.uk 


